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In the year 1848 a Parish Priest of the Cathedral of the Diocese of Marsia, Biagio D’Alessandro, mayhap the best 

lettered man, wrote a few pages about the  history of his Diocese, to be inserted in the “Enciclopedia 

dell’Ecclesiastico” (the Ecclesiastic Encyclopedia) which the Abbot of Campania Vincenzio D’Avino had printed. 

Under the title of “Cenni storici sulle Chiese Arcivescovili, Vescovili e Prelatizie del Regno delle Due Sicilie” (‘Historical 

comments on the Archbishops’, Bishops’ and Prelates’ Churches belonging in the Reign of the  

Two Sicily’s’), the “Histories” of all the Dioceses of the Realm have been drawn from the Ecclesiastic Encyclopedia 

and, among these, also that of the Diocese of Marsia, which I have ‘translated’ into the modern tongue, after my 

discovery (through a search with Google), of the above-mentioned book in the library of the University of Harvard. 

With precise yet concise argumentations the parish priest D’Alessandro draws a surprising passage  from the 

beginnings of the Faith in Christ among the Marsian people, with the preaching of the Gospel by St. Mark of Galilee, 

who was anointed Bishop by St. Peter and who died in the year 96 after Christ at Atina in the Frosinone area, up until 

his own times. 

He describes with clarity and pride the events and the main characters, going over the concept that this same 

Diocese was “da sempre ritenuta URBIVICARIA” (= ‘since the beginning believed the Deputy-City’), which would 

mean it was the Substitute of the Diocese of Rome. 

He writes about the drama during the 11
th

 and 12
th

 centuries, those with the “Battle for the Investiture” both for the 

Papal Seat and for the Bishops’ seats, and in his Diocese of Marsia he narrates the episodes of the brilliance of 

Berardo Berardi who “defeated Simony and sustained the poor”, with his own authority. 

In a gallant storyline which is a pleasure to read, one after the other can be  found; the martyrdom of Saint Sabin, 

Pope St. Boniface IV, the Papal Declarations of Popes Stephen IX and Pascal II (who decreed forever and always the 

Boundaries of the Diocese of Marsia and the Seat of its Principal Church, the Cathedral of Saint Sabin). He describes 

the forced transfer and temporary seat of the Diocese from San Benedetto dei Marsi to Pescina, where in the year 

1361 the relics of the martyrs and of Saint Berardo were brought, to be protected within the walls of the Castle. 

He tells us hastily about the bishops B. Peretti and G. Segna, about St. Orante, St. Gemma and about many other 

potent points of Christian faith of the Diocese, not leaving out the Sanctuaries and the Churches present therein. 

In the end, seeming to ask us to praise his work, he even mentions Cardinal G. Raimondo Mazzarino. 

The good parish priest Biagio D’Alessandro  probably would have written yet more about the dark and sorrowful 

times of his Diocese, if he had lived up until 1861 (we know not when he died), the year of the Unification (?!) [Sic  as 

written by F.F.Zazzara in the original] of Italy by means of the Savoyard Princes, the Tourlonia’s, the Colonna’s, and 

about the Drying Off of a “Great Blue Lake” for the English (but not for the  French Savoyards) and about a Bishop-

Count (during Medieval times they spoke of Simony), who in the year 1925 transferred the Diocese of the ancient 

Marsians into the Equiian territory  (the Occidental bank of Lake Fucino is historically and culturally that of the 

Equiians). There was no further progress for his Diocese, if not that of a progressive cancelling done through thieving 

from this territory, no train station was built along the line between Rome and Pescara (in 1888 the Diocese was still 

standing, but the major holder of the Trains of the South –Ferroviaria del Sud – was Duke Tourlonia), but the 

territory was on its deathbed because the plains and the hills began to ‘dry off’, just like those souls that became 

hardened, through a contraposition between the poor come from afar who built houses and farmers who were 

“starving to death”. Therefore only fables and lies could justify such a complete SENSELESSNESS. 

The parish priest would have written about a 15 year old (1915) , who prematurely became responsible since he  was 

witness of a human tragedy (not only because of the earthquake for which deaths were numbered according to 

higher class or lower class, but also because of a silent genocide of a farmer folk descendants of the True Marsians 

forced to emigrate even from 1861 on, and about the end of a Christian social system transformed into a personal 

Christianity), and  who decided to be buried on his death under a Cross, next to the perennial spirit of Berardo 

Berardi; the parish priest Biagio would have written that this boy would have become a certain Ignazio Silone, who 



used to say “tra le mie pagine è nascosta la verità” (= “in the midst of my pages the truth is hidden”), that Truth 

which would (again) seek out the continuance  of Christianity there where it was born, although he himself had 

sought another Christianity, that with his “companions” (cum panis) yet absent of perfume(the essence of Life). 
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The Marsians have been the most ancient people ever to inhabit this Realm 

They were those considered as leading because of their valor. 

Virgil wrote about them in the second book of the Georgics: “This (Italy) generated a clan of strong men, the 

Marsians and the Sabin people…” 

 

We could count a number of personalities to solemnly praise this very powerful Nation, but to be brief we shall only 

recall the words of Tullio (Cicero) who said about the Marsians, speaking of the people of Rome: … “And the Marsian 

Legion, not without Divine predestination, I believe, recurs in its own name that same God who gave origin to the 

Roman people ….?” (Filippic IV). [Mars – n. of translator] 

 

For the Marsians also, as well as for other peoples, the passing of many centuries and of many events has brought to 

the loss of monuments with which we could have reconstructed their history, and their disappearance. 

Some authors insert the Marsian people among the Equiians (or Equicoli), others have them as descendants of the 

Samnites. 



  
 

 

 

We shall avoid committing ourselves, for fear of falling into error when writing about unknown questions, uncertain 

and wrapped in myths, let us say however that the Marsi Region was, and still is, all around Lake Fucino, that the 

people of Fucino were descendants of the Marsians and that their territory was comprised of Cocullo, Arciprete, 

Collarmele, Marruvium,
1
  Valeria, Luco, Ansato and Alba, etc. (towns well-known throughout History). 

 

  

 

We shall in the end mention that the Marsi Region was surrounded by the Sabins, the Volsci’s, the Peligne’s ad the 

Vestines. 

We therefore don’t believe that unto the Marsians should be rendered a glory inferior to that of the “Light of Faith” 

(Christianity), which was spread throughout them since its beginning, and also the Marsians cannot be considered 

inferior to other peoples because of their religious events. 

In spite of the troubles they had gone through in difficult times which have been the cause of the loss of religious 

monuments, the Episcopalian entitlement that indicates, note this well, not one or another single locality but the 

entire region is the best title of honor for that so antique populace. 

 

 

Our Bishops were named thus since the beginning of the Bishops of Marsia, an entitlement which has never 

changed. 

                                                           
1
 The Capitolium  of Marruvium was found where the remains of the Cathedral of St. Sabin are. 



 

Their ecclesiastic territory has never been subject to any dismembering and designs the topography of that antique 

region  which, because of the difficulties over the eras of History, would today be difficult to ascertain with its 

boundaries. 

We have no news about  Bishops if not until the year 237 of the Common Era, in the person of Saint Rufino, who 

came from Amasea to die in this seat in Marsia as a confirmation of his faith. 

 

 

It is impossible to establish this period as that of the Conversion of Marsia, nor can Saint Rufino be considered our 

first bishop, but it is certain that he is the first about whom news has come down to us. 

The Gospels were preached to the Marsians by Saint Mark of Galilee
2
, consecrated Bishop of Atina by St. Peter. 

 

 

Mark had been the Apostle of the Equiians (or Equicoli), as can be read in Roman Martyrology for April 27: “day of 

St. Mark of Atina where, ordinated as Bishop of the Equicoli by Blessed Peter, he first preached the Gospel.”  

                                                           
2
 “Sante Marcucce” is situated on the northern edge of San Benedetto dei Marsi. In this place the first Christians reunited to 

listen to Saint Mark of Galilee pronounce the Gospel amongst the poor and the slaves of Marruvium who were participating in 

the construction of the Culvert of Claudius in the years 45-50 A.C. 



 

If St. Mark must be considered as our Bishop, if in those years during which the borders of the Diocese were 

unknown, the Marsia region had been united with that of Atina for the spiritual functions and just how long 

afterwards St. Mark was established as Bishop, in particular, we can only guess, but with a bit of attention we shall 

recall what Mr. Baronio, author of Italia Sacra wrote: “The Bishops of Marsia already from the beginning are 

venerated very close to the Holy Apostolic Seat.” The Church of Marsia, ever subject to  the Holy Seat,
3
  considered 

since ever before as the  SUBSTITUTE DIOCESE OF THE URBE (of Rome)
4
 , as testified by Mr. Baronio counted amidst 

the Dioceses with the right of vote for the Apostolic Seat, among those with the most glorious entitlements as 

vaunting ancient roots and splendor not inferior to any of the Dioceses of this Realm. 

     

From the year 237 (era of St. Rufino)  until the year 968 we have no memories of our Bishops. There are just 

mementos of only two, who are Giovanni recognized in the Condemnation that Pope Virgil pronounced against 

Theodore of Cesarea in the year 555 and of a certain Tuderisio, Bishop in the condemning testimony against the 

Cardinal Priest Anatasio of San Marcello set down in the year 855 by Pope Leon IV. We can’t hold prejudices against 

our Church, since it is only because of the dispersion of the relative documents that we are missing these details. 

How not to think that, while Boniface IV in 608 held the Seat of St. Peter, he had named a bishop for his homeland, 

since he was a native of Valeria, in case of his demise. 

                                                           
3
 The relics of St. Sabina are preserved in the Cathedral of Marsia Santa Maria delle Grazie (St. Mary of the Graces) at Pescina. 

The Martyr Sabina was beheaded at Rome in the year 166 AC after having abjured Jupiter. In the capital city of Marruvium there 

was a temple to Jupiter. 
4
 “Tenuta semper Diocesis Urbivicaria” = considered since always the Diocese SUBSTITUTE of the one in Rome, because of its 

Christian beginnings, with St. Mark, it is contemporary to that in Rome with St. Peter and also because the relics of Sabina were 

welcomed immediately within the Marsian populace who saw in the New Religion a continuation of that spirit of freedom of 

their forebears, with the sacrifice of the Cross. Many Popes have also been present at Marruvium/Valeria/San Benedetto dei 

Marsi (all names that followed one another as the Caput Marsorum – head of Marsia), the port city of Lake Fucino. [Pope] Pascal 

II  had a (papal) residence next to the site “Sante Marcuccie”, in the years in which Berardo Berardi was Cardinal Bishop of the 

Diocese of Marsia. 



 

Let us recall the Decretale (the Papal decree) “Sicut injusta” by Pope Pascal II  (of which  we shall soon speak) written 

in the year 1114. From this it is quite easy to deduct that the series of bishops of Marsi has never been interrupted, 

because he says to Cardinal Berardo “the borders of the Parishes, as these were owned by your predecessors up to 

this day ..etc.” 

In  those fascinated by the history of the Church in the 11
th

 and 12
th

 centuries, there will be no wonder for what I am 

about to narrate: the Church of God was afflicted by various anti-Popes because it wasn’t difficult to introduce 

dissidence into some Dioceses, in those years of universal poverty. 

It was the year 1020 when a gloomy disunion was introduced into the Diocese of Marsia by means of the Berardi 

clan which, entitled to the County of Marsia, thought that they would manipulate even the elections of the bishops 

believing that because of their due feudal right they could have the same relationship with the Canonic Reason. For 

many years they had obtained positions as priests for their family.  

In that moment in time they didn’t manage to get the nomination because Landolfo was elected, and thus obtained 

a division of the diocese into two parts, the eastern one with the antique Cathedral of St. Sabina held by Landolfo 

and the western one (taking in the area of Carsoli and the valley of Nerfa at the source of the Liri River) was 

entrusted to a certain Atto or Attone, relative of the Berardi’s, who elevated the pseudo-cathedral of the Church of 

St. Mary in Cellis. 

This state of affairs went on for 37 years, that is, until 1057, and yet it should not be surprising  that in those years 

there was a continuous schism of anti-Popes who conceded authority to whomever would promise them their 

adhesion. 

To create a remedy for such a terrible disgrace, Providence chose Pope Victor II who celebrated the Council of 

Florence in the year 1055 which some called Universal and who, before his death, gathered another Synod together 

in Rome in 1057 in which he condemned the schism of the Diocese of Marsia and decreed a total re-integration to 

the latter’s precedent situation. (“Victor held another Synod at Rome in the year 1057 in which..etc.” Nat. Alex. Hist. 

Eccles. t. 6, p. 408, publisher Paris 1699). 

Pope Victor didn’t have enough time to see the outcome of what had been established by the Council, because he 

died that same year. Pope Stephen IX carried it out, his successor on the Throne of St. Peter in that same year 1057 

with the Decree “in Specula” from which we would like to propose an excerpt of the text, tha sheds light on what we 

are saying: “To our cherished  Brother and Bishop Pandolfo and to all the Bishops following who will be promoted 

canonically in the sacred church of Marsia …” 

Following the Decree all of the Diocese went back to Bishop Pandolfo and Attone was sent to the diocese of Chieti. 



It seemed that the wounds of the Church of Marsia were healed enough to bleed no more, but it was not to be so. 

Those centuries were dark for the Central Seat (Rome), and they were as well for our Church. 

A certain Sigenulfo was introduced into the Seat of Marsia in the year 1096, to whom this intrusion presented no 

difficulties. He was of the faction which was on the side of Guilberto Correggia, an anti-Pope who called himself 

Clement III, backed by the Counts Riccardo of Capua. 

Sigenulfo barricaded himself in Alba Fucens, a fortified city of Marsia. He illegally held the nomination of Bishop for 

seventeen years. If he put an end to being a wolf instead of a good shepherd of a flock which wasn’t his own, he 

owes this to the zeal of Berardo Berardi who, after three years of exhortations from his nomination as our bishop, 

succeeded in winning over the hard-headed intruder. 

As some comfort after these so very sad events we have described, permit me to mention the events of the life of 

this same Berardo, light and splendor of the island of Marsia, and I shall do so using few words, as would be 

convenient for an article,  borrowed from the Dictionary of historical-ecclesiastic teachings which is about to be 

published by Moroni. 

-Berardo Berardi was born in 1080, descendant of the Counts of Marsia, at Colle
5
, a Castle in the Marsia region. Its  

Bishop, Pandolfo, realizing that he was gifted with every virtue, wanted to have him among his acolytes in his Church 

(St. Sabina at San Benedetta dei Marsi). 

 

Berardo became famous for his virtues: he was the first to get up in the morning, he remained totally silent when he 

had to be quiet, he never left the rectory if not with the permission of his superiors, he never looked directly into the 

gaze of a woman nor spoke with any if not in presence of a witness. 

For these reasons he was sent to the famous monastery at Montecassino, where he spent six years studying 

literature. 

The Pope came to know of Berardo’s virtues and ordinated him Apostolic Vice-Deacon sending him to govern the 

Province of Campania. 

                                                           
5
 Colli di Monte Bove at Carsoli: these are the remains of the Castle where Berardo Berardi was born in the year 1079. 



 

In this task he was completely dedicated to stopping audacious assassins and delinquents, ending scandals, thefts, 

robberies, homicides, demonstrating his determination against the minor tyrants that inhabited those places. 

Because of all these things, he suffered greatly, especially by the hands of Pietro Colonna who, having him brought 

to Palestrina, had him beaten, and jailed him in a cistern from which one of his relatives, Giovanni della Petrella,  got 

him out. 

Once he had returned to Rome, Pope Pascal II, as a prize for his virtues, decorated him with Purple of Cardinal 

Deacon, first at Sant’Angelo and then with the Purple of Cardinal Priest entitled to San Grisogono. 

In 1110 the same Pope, Pascal II elected him Bishop in his homeland, Marsica. 

Once he arrived at his Church, with strength and zeal he set himself to work uprooting the sin of Simony, the 

abominable relaxation of the clergy and willing a reform for all men of the Diocese.  He had the most profound 

compassion for the poor, especially for those who were ashamed of being so; and it was for them that he was a 

prodigy of goodwill, he had them sleep at his own home and he served them with his own hands. 

He was present at the above mentioned Pope Pascal II’s solemn consecration of the Church of St. Agapito at 

Palestrina, (as guest of honor with the presence of Pietro Colonna, also, who Berardo had pardoned. -note of Italian 

translator), in the fourteenth year of his Papal Office. 

At last, after having been sent away from his own Church (St. Sabina) a good eight times, after having suffered 

considerably for the cause of justice and to affirm the evangelic Spirit, after having been almost killed more than 

once, on November 3, 1130, at the age of fifty, on the day he had foreseen thanks to the supreme Light, he died the 

precious death of the Just. 

Originally in the Church of St. Sabina, where his mortal remains reposed, he was transferred to Pescina in a temple 

dedicated to him. 

Going back to our original discussion after this brief digression, we can say that in the year 1114, with the 

Constitution of Pope Pascal II that we recalled before, the boundaries and rights of the Diocese came to be defined 

with better precision.  

The Decree (Bulla) begins with “Sicut iniusta”, addressed specifically by the Pope to Berardo, our Bishop, without 

reserve, and thus decrees: “…Like for those who demand unjust things one cannot concede anything, so one cannot 

deny an answer to those who demand legitimate things … (The boundaries of the Diocese of Marsia are herein 

established, still the same today – from Pescasseroli to Rocca di Botte, from Ovindoli to Pescocanale – all the 

churches situated inside these borders are enumerated one by one) … If in the future an Archbishop, a Bishop, an 

Emperor, a Prince, a Duke, a Count, a Vis-Count, a Judge, a Gestalt, or any clergyman or layman, knowing about this 



our page of constitution should take action against it …, if he should not make amends in a congruous manner, shall 

be deprived of authority, honor and dignity, may he know he is guilty before the Divine Judge for perpetrating 

injustice, and be he ESTRANGED TO THE HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST … AND AT THE LAST JUDGEMENT 

UNDERGO AN ADEGUATE PUNISHMENT … “(Sic! Bishop Bagnoli – Count?! note of Italian translator). 

Along with everything else, the Pontifical Bulla decreed that the Mother Church of Marsia should be that of St. 

Sabina and that the Bishop’s Seat should stay there  forever. 

However, in the 15
th

 century, since that city of Marsia had been destroyed  by natural disasters and wars, and finding 

itself undefended and in the middle of open fields (on the shores of Lake Fucino) and dangerous for the Bishop and 

Priests (who lived a common life, as is the Benedictine rule, “Horum vaga incertaque residential fuit, tametsi pro 

cathedrali….Ecclesia Sanctae Sabinae uterentur.”  Ughelli). 

Since their ministering could not be of any use to anyone, they moved from one town to another, yet always using 

the Church of St. Sabina for their Cathedral,  going there to celebrate the solemn festivities, to ordinate priests, etc. 

Afterwards the bishops, the priests and the college of clergy thought to establish themselves at Pescina, a castle a 

couple of miles away from the antique Cathedral, and there made use of the Church called Santa Maria del Popolo 

(=> St. Mary’s of the People) and also called Santa Maria della Porta (=> St. Mary’s of the Portal) (because it was built 

behind one of the five portals of the Castle of Pescina) 
6
 

 

Thanks to the generosity of Bishop Matteo Colonna (1579) a decent Episcopal Convent  was erected and also a 

stupendous Cathedral and thus the residence of the Bishop of Marsia was settled in Pescina; all this was approved 

and confirmed by a Brief of Pope Gregory XII in the year 1580, which begins: “In Suprema…”. 

The history of the Church of Marsia from then to today presents nothing else worthy of note, if not a list of 

esteemed bishops who governed it. Many of these were unblemished in virtues and doctrine. Because of the 

briefness of our text, we shall not go into this chronology, but I will remember only two of the more important ones: 

- Bartolomeo Peretti, our bishop in the year 1650, author of the Commentaries on the “Extravagante Ambitiosae de 

                                                           
6
 The church of St. Mary of the Portal, later being called St. Mary of the People and after that named after St. Berardo, when the 

relics of this Saint, together with those of St. Sabina and other Christian martyrs, were brought from San Benedetto dei Marsi 

into the Castle of Pescina, to be protected (about 1361). 

 



rebus eccl. non alin.”
7
, and Giuseppe Segna, the most recent  late  bishop who had his “Compendium Theologiae 

Moralis” printed for his Seminary, a literary work that already should be reprinted. 
8
 

    

The church of Marsia is currently held by Monseigneur Don Michelangelo Sorrentino, born at San Giovanni di Piro, in 

the Diocese of Policastro, elected as our Bishop on June 19, 1843. We would like to be able to refer to his evident 

talents which distinguish him but, because of his modesty, we shall not speak. 

Under the jurisdiction of Bishop Sorrentino, the Diocese of Marsia is comprised of  72 places. These are: ---(List of 

Towns comprised in the Diocese) … with the Decree of Gregory XVI of June 15, 1839, a town called Rosciolo was 

aggregated unto the pastoral government the Bishop of Marsia, with the connected church and that parish entitled 

to the Virgin of the Graces, another to the church of St. Barnabas apostle, of St. Sebastian martyr  and of St. Mary of 

the Perconeti Valley, and also another parish church of St. Mary’s of the Snow, near the town of Magliano and the 

Abbacy church of San Salvatore, at Paterno. All the above mentioned churches depended on the Abbot of Santa 

Maria di Farfa and of San Salvatore Maggiore. 

The Chapter of the Cathedral Church of Marsia at Pescina is composed of an Archdeacon, the next most important 

title after that of Bishop, of 10 parish priests and of two administrating clergymen.
9
 

                                                           
7
 On the memorial stone that can be found on the floor in the Chapel of St. Berardo which remembers the site where the 

Bishops were buried, the first name we read is Bartolomeo Peretti, nephew or grandson of Camilla Peretti, Duchess of Celano 

and Pope Sixtus V’s sister.  

 
8
 In the memorial stone placed on the right wall of the same Chapel there is the inscription which remembers Bishop Giuseppe 

Segna from Poggio Cinolfo who, among other things, “had erected ‘with his own moneys’ the altar of St. Filomena”, who was 

venerated afterwards in the Cathedral at Pescina. 

 
 -true image of the statue of St. Filomena Virgin and Martyr venerated in the Cathedral of Marsia at Pescina (around 1820). 

 



 

There are five Cloisters in the Diocese 

There is a seminary between the Episcope and the Cathedral that serves for the instruction of young seminarians to 

the ecclesiastic sciences and to educate them in pietas, goodwill. Before the Seminary, with the Trent Council, in the 

antique city of Marsi (San Benedetto dei Marsi) was a college of clergy who lived there together with the bishop and 

the priests. 

This college was founded  by that illustrious and saintly co-citizen Pope Boniface IV. 

Just after the transfer of the Episcopalian residence to Pescina, those clergy were cared for. 

Bishop Matteo Colli settled them temporarily in a building situated near the Church of St. Anthony the Abbot
10

, until 

they were transferred into the above-mentioned Seminary, which was completed, as a structure, definitely, by the 

bishop Monseigneur Corradini in the year 1713. 

 

Before the suppression of the religious orders (Napoleon Bonaparte – note of Italian translator) there were many 

convents and monasteries present in the Diocese of Marsia: currently there are only ten for men, all impecunious, 

and three for sacred vergins. 

The five sanctuaries dedicated to Religious splendor deserve at least a slight mention: 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
9
 The Cathedral of Santa Maria delle Grazie, in the year 1580, seat of the Diocese of Marsia until the year 1925. 

10
 The Church of St. Anthony from Padova; it was erected by Francis of Assisi, in the period when the Saint found himself at San 

Benedetto to venerate St. Sabina and St. Berardo, and he slept together with the poor who lived around the Roman 

Amphitheatre, called “il Loco” (=”the Place”). 



- the first sanctuary entitled to Saint Mary of the Needy is situated on the mountain that separates Pereto from 

Rocca di Botte. There an icon of the Madonna is venerated which, a tradition would have, had been brought there 

miraculously from Spain.  Here Pope Boniface IV came with a great number of Roman clergymen to render thanks for 

his healing, obtained through intercession of the Madonna. Near the Sanctuary there is a Castle called Sant’Angelo 

(=Holy Angel) which reminds us of the name of St. Romualdo, founder of the Camaldolians who, admiring this 

solitude, thereby founded a hermitage and built some small cells where he stayed with many disciples. It is 

believable that the holy hermit held a special fondness for that place, so much so that he went back to it after having 

left a command of the monastery of Classe. This event was described by Mr. Baronio (tome X, annual 999, n. 37)  

which he excerpted from St. Pier Damiani who had written down the life of the Cenobite Saint. 

 

- the second sanctuary is not far from Tagliacozzo and is consecrated to “St. Mary of the Orient”. 

 

 

 

The Sacred Image was called in this manner both because it is a Greek painting and also because the icon was saved 

by means of Divine Providence from the rage of the iconoclasts who wanted to burn it. 

Gregory XVI (Pope) with his note of November 22 1845 and by request of Count Filippo Resta of Tagliacozzo, 

Commander in Chief of the Papal Troupes,  conceded full indulgence every first Sunday of each month for those 

visiting the seven altars of this sanctuary, the same that would be granted in the Vatican Basilica. The church of 

Lecce dei Marsi enjoys this same benefit. 

- the  third sanctuary  is called St. Mary of Pietracquaria,  so called because in times of drought if anyone would 

invoke the benefits of rain in front of this image, it would rain. The church where this icon is venerated can be found 

on Mount Salviano, near Avezzano. 

 

- another image of Holy Mary is venerated in the Church of Cese, whose abbot is the very Bishop of Marsi. 



- the fifth sanctuary reminds us of the Battle of Carlo D’Angiò against Prince Corradino,  which was fought on the day 

of August 23 in 1268 on the plains of Taqgliacozzo. On the site of the battle Carlo D’Angiò had an Abbacy built and 

had a sumptuous temple erected and therein set an image of the Blessed Virgin calling her Victory, and he made this 

arrive from France. This image rested for a long time under the ruins and was accidentally found again in 1525 and 

carried into the nearby Scurcola where the locals and foreigners all go to ask for a grace from the Madonna. 

 

- the above-mentioned images of the Madonna, along with that which is venerated a Pescasseroli, were gifted with 

crowns of gold from the Chapter of St. Peter in the Vatican. 

 

The Marisa region vaunts other champions of Faith, besides the bishop St. Rufino who we mentioned at the 

beginning. A special memory goes to the priest Cesidio, son of Rufino. It is narrated that he became a martyr at 

Trasacco, where his persecutors cut off his arm  while he was officiating Mass, at the moment when he was offering 

the Host. This is the only relic of the holy martyr, since the place where his mortal remains were dispersed is 

unknown. 

 

 

The city of Celano  in Marsia can also vaunt three martyrs for Faith during the persecutions against Christians by 

Marcus Aurelio. These were Simplicio, with his two sons Costanzo and Vittoriano. 

 



And finally, in the Roman Martyrs calendar on the day of May 14  can be read that “in the Valeria province … were 

killed, by having their heads cut off, two monks, at dawn, by hordes of Lombards … and there was also a decapitation 

during that same persecution, of a Deacon of the Church of Marsia, while he was confessing” … 

Confessor saints are not lacking, either, to Marsica; besides St. Berardo of whom we have disserted, let us remember 

Blessed Thomas from Celano, friar of the Patriarch of Assisi, to whom Mr. Wadingo attributes the composure of the 

sequence Dies irae, which can be read in the Requiem;  let us remember St. Peter the Hermit born at Rocca di Botte; 

Blessed Oddo; Certosine Abbot from Zara deceased at Tagliacozzo in 1230; St. Orante, whose relics are venerated at 

Ortucchio; and finally let us remember St. Gemma, born at San Sebastiano and deceased at Goriano Sicoli (in the 

Diocese of Valva and Sulmona) between cold and narrow walls, built on her request by a man of power who had 

tried to take her virginity. 

     

Talking about glories of various kinds, let us say in just a few words that [Pope] Boniface IV was Marsian, many 

Cardinals were Marsian, like Leone Ostiense. The Mr. Baronio’s mother was from Trasacco, Bishop Properzio Resta 

from Tagliacozzo, who wrote the work “De vera et falsa sapientia”; the famous Filippo Guadagnoli was from 

Magliano, a studious orientalist who translated the Bible into Arab, and famous for the work “Answer to the 

objection of Ahmen son of Zin (Ibn-Zin = Avicenna –note of Italian translator).” Would you like to know about other 

illustrious names, kind reader? Know then that from Pescina in Marsia came Cardinal Mazzarino! Is not this name 

worthy of  praise? 

    

 

Biagio D’Alessandro. Parish Priest -1848- 

 

  



 

 

 ANNOTATIONS 

 

“The Great Blue Lake” as it was called by the English, (for ex. E. Lear – Lake Fucino), in a painting from the year 1789 by the 

French painter J. Bidauld, as seen from Paterno (Metropolitan Museum of New York) – found in 2013. 

 

 
 

 

- - -  

 

The Cathedral of St. Sabina surrounded by the waters in a painting by the artist Conzalvo Darelli (around the year 1840 -  

Museum Bindi, Lanciano, Abruzzo, Italy). 

 

 

 

- - -  

1978 – “I would like to be buried under a Cross laid against the Bell Tower of the Church of Saint Berardo” .....Ignazio 

Silone. (The “One Who Left” ex-Communist, - the Cross, - the “Cancelled” Saint) – an unwritten Book (note of Italian 

translator and D.C.A.) 

 

 



2014 -  That “poor Christ carries yet again on his back” the Bishop-Ass-Count to bray (shout loudly) from his high 

place about the meaning of the Cross for all mankind, so that the Powers-that-be should serve the weaker, like 

Berardo (the cafone [peasant] and the Saint), which even comes through the etymology of his name, (from the 

Acadian Berum), which means “servant chosen by God” (E.B.). This is the only real reason for which Secondino 

Tranquilli, “Christian without a church,” contrary to this establishment, had willed to be buried there, to be 

protected. Only in the year 1956 was the body of St. Berardo moved, into the Cathedral of St. Mary of the Graces. As 

a young boy I went into that Church of St. Berardo, high up there: and I hold a marvelous memory of this. 
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