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I.	Silone		--		Confiteor 
 
Confession: Ignazio Silone in one of his Reflections – An auto-interview transcribed by the 
historian Vittoriano Esposito. 
 

CONFITEOR 

-------------------------------------------------- by Ignazio Silone  ----------------------------------------- 

  

On the occasion of the commemoration of Ignazio Silone two decades after his death, which came about in a 

clinic in Genève on August 22 1978, we are presenting some documents of exceptional relevance, regarding the 

life as well as the works and the thoughts of the Author. This is our answer to the attempts of “moral 

assassination” which continues his persecution for journalistic scoops  of little or no value. 

Among all these documents, we point out the Confiteor: in four typewritten folders, found in original text by his 

nephew Romolo Tranquilli, it can be said that Mr. Silone himself can be found herein. It would be a good idea to 

remember that in the “Fiera Letteraria” (the Literary Fair) of April 1954, in a special edition edited by Guglielmo 

Petroni, the text appeared with a few variations under the title  ‘40 domande a I. Silone’ (‘40 queries  to I. 

Silone’). Instead this is about a real and true interview to himself, the same Mr. Silone presumably believed might 

be useful to present a useful pondering for himself and for his readers. Borrowing a well-known title from his 

fellow citizen Benedetto Croce, one could be brought to think of a kind of “contribution to criticizing himself”, 

since the “Silone case”  had divided Italian critics. (V.E.) 

 

-- How do you explain your tendency to reflect on 

and criticize yourself? 

- Maybe  this came to me from that half-hour of 

“meditation” in the evening that I learned as a 

boy. I cannot do without this. 

-- Have you reflected upon this question: why are 

you a writer? 

- To communicate. 

-- Which writers do you think about, your 

favourites, when you write? 

- About women, about men, who are restless, 

ready to ponder, themselves. 

-- What do you think you offer to them with your 

writings? 

- At least a bit of company. 

-- And to the others, to occasional readers? 

- Just a hint in the right direction. 

-- What influence have critics had during your 

growth as an author? 

- Maybe none. I have always had the impression, 

reading the censures about my books, that they 

are not talking about me. 

-- Your favourite narrators? Those you sometimes 

go back to read again? 

- Cervantes, Tolstoy, the author of the Book of 

Tobias and of Job. 

-- This latter is the most antique; why do you cite 

it for last? 

- I discovered it last. In the two or three priest’s 

colleges where I had studied as a boy, I had never 

even seen a Bible. 

-- What sort of job, then, did you dream about 

having later in life? 

- A miller. They were the storytellers of the 

countryside. 

-- What gift from Nature is the one most desired? 

- Good health. 

-- And now, your favourite hobbies? 

- To read, to make conversation. 

-- And painting? Is there a contemporary painter 

who impresses you in any particular way? 

- Yes, Rouault. 

-- What have been the most important 

encounters in your life? 

- Some women: among the famous people; Don 

Orione, Antonio Gramsci, Trotsky, Leonhard 

Ragas, Albert Camus. 

-- Which personalities of Italian history now are 

stimulating for you? 

- At the moment? Gioacchino da Fiore, Francis 

from Assisi, Pietro from Morrone (Celestine V), 

Carlo Cafiero. 

  



 

The cartel num. 73452 relative to Tranquilli Secondino fu Paolo in which, among other 

things, are reported his pseudonyms: Silone – Silone Ignazio – Silone Hippolito – Romano 

Simone – Fritz Nikel and Pasqini 

-- And those from our times? 
- The French man Simone Weil. 
-- The most important date in History? 
- December 25 of the year 1. 
-- And in recent chronicles? 
- The 2nd Vatican Council and the 20th Congress 
of the PCUS [Soviet Union’s Communist 
Party]. 
-- And the military heroes you admire the most? 

- Joshua, when he stopped the sun, and the 
courageous  soldier Schweik. 
Why have you left the Party? [the Communist 
Party – n. of translator] 
- The battle for power holds no interest for me. 
However you have been in a political party for 
many years, during the entire length of the 
Fascist Era. 
- For a certain number of us, politics were, in 
those times, a different thing.

 
 
 
-- Political parties, though, 
are also harbingers of ideas. 
- Yes, but an idea adopted 
by an institution easily 
becomes Ideology, and its 
proposers, propagandists. 
-- Could you conceive a 
democratic political life 
without political parties? 
- No. It would, however, be 
useful for political parties 
not to monopolize politics. 
-- What do you think about 
the Parliament? 
- I don’t think that the only 
possible form of democracy 
must be parliamentary. 
-- According to you, what 
would be preferable? 
- That it be based mostly on 
forms of direct democracy 
and reduce to a minimum 
the delegation of authority 
to professional politicians. 
-- What do you think about  
the attention that 
intellectuals pay to politics? 
- I think that this is worth 
respecting if it corresponds 
to a personal vocation: 
miserable or pitiful, 
according to the 
circumstances, when it is 
subject to a political 
apparatus. 
-- Do you believe in the 
destiny of progress? 

- I don’t believe in destiny 
of any sort. Progress is 
possible. -- By  progress, I 
mean a further 
humanization of human 
relationships. 
-- Do you believe that Man 
is free? 
- I think that Man can be 
free. 

-- And that he is also 
responsible for his own 
actions? 
- Certainly, in the same 
measure that he is free. 
-- Do you believe that a 
perfect political order is 
possible? 
- Unfortunately, no. 

 



-- You don’t believe in the 
possibility of perfect 
authorities, institutions? 
- Regrettably, no. 
-- Don’t you believe in a 
Christian State? 
- Between these two terms, 
State and Christianity, to me it 
seems that they are 
incompatible. 
-- At least do you believe in a 
Christian society? 
- A society in which Love is a 
substitute the Law would be 
Christian. 
-- Since you insist on declaring 
yourself a Socialist, what is the 
meaning you give to this 
word? 
- The elimination of those 
economic and social obstacles 
that currently restrict the 
freedom of Man. 
-- After this Mankind will be 
happy? 
- No, old resentments will 
survive, others will  arise. 
-- Do you think it could be 
possible that fundamental 
freedoms  could survive in a 
Socialist country? 
- Certainly. I will even add 
more: I think that in a situation 
of growing concentration of 
capital, there cannot be any 
possible freedom without a 
certain amount of social 
control. 
-- Like in Russia? 
- In Russia Socialism does not 
exist, on the contrary, it is a 
capitalist state. Not freedom, 
but its contrary. 
-- Do you believe that 
intellectuals could have 
something to do with guiding 
society. 
- In modern society, an 
independent and homogeneous 

intellectual class does not 
exist. But in countries with 
dictatorships, like those in 
Eastern Europe and in the 
Iberian peninsula, it can 
happen that intellectuals have a 
vanguard role for a little while.  
-- Do you follow the rules: so 
as not to be mistaken, do you 
always follow the working 
class? 
- That is a compass that has not 
been working for quite a while. 
No single direction of the 
working class exists.  
-- There is however an 
orientation of the majority. 
- Not everywhere and not 
identically. The working class 
can be Labourist, Socialist, 
Democratic-Christian, Peron-
ist, Nazi, and so on. To follow 
it in every case would be folly. 
-- The working class 
organization, left to its own 

liberty, wouldn’t be 
spontaneously progressive? 
- Not spontaneously. 
-- What decides, in the final 
analysis, its character? 
- Conscience. I mean, the 
conscience of its militants. 
-- All summed up, you are a 
pessimist. 
- Not at all. 
-- Do you have faith in 
Mankind? 
- I have a certain amount of 
faith. I have faith that Man will 
accept the inevitable pain of 
Existence and supports it with 
some certainties. So I think 
that, in forced labor camps and 
prisons of totalitarian 
countries, men can come forth  
who will return sight to the 
blind. 
 

IGNAZIO SILONE 
 

 
 

When Secondino Tranquilli  



1961	–	Recognition	of	the	remains	of	St.	Berardo’s		body		
 
In the year 1961 a “coroner’s” recognition was carried out for St. Berardo of Marsia on the part of 
the then Bishop Domenico Valeri: - the mummified finger phalanges, from 1130 a.c. 
 

For Everlasting Memory Of The Event 
In the year of the Lord 1961, the third year of His Holiness Our Lord Father John XXIII’s 
Pontificate, the sixteenth year of the Most Excellent and Most Reverend Mons. Bishop of Marsia 
Domenico Valeri’s Episcopate, fourth year of the Most Reverend Parish Curate of the Pescinese 
Co-cathedral Church Don Antonio Ruscitti’s govern and at the end of the century … 
of St. Berardo, Cardinal Bishop of the Marsi, 
on the occasion of the solemn Centennial for St. Berardo, the Most Excellent and Most Reverend 
Bishop of the Marsi has arranged to effect the canonic recognition of the mortal remains of that 
same St. Berardo in custody under the altar dedicated to him in the Co-cathedral Church of Pescina. 
This was accomplished from day 22 of the month of March until day thirty of the month of April in 
the year 1961. 
On day 22 of the month of March, 1961, after the prelude of the Most Excellent and Most Reverend 
Bishop of Marsia, the Most Reverend Parish Curate, the Most Reverend Bishop Don Martino 
Valeri’s Secretary, the Most Reverend Father Antonio Ricciardi, Postulate General of the Monastic 
Minor Monks delegated by Most Excellent and Most Reverend Bishop to carefully prepare and to 
dispose with scrupulous order the Mortal Remains of St. Berardo, the wooden coffin that contains 
the mortal remains of St. Berardo has been transported from the abovementioned altar into the 
Chapel of the Parish Church prepared for the rite. 
The wooden coffin is sealed with sealing was of red color by Mons. Bishop who had conducted to 
its conclusion the preceding recognition, with the instrument found in the coffin, which has the 
form found among the tools used in this recognition, among the tools of the Diocesan Archives. The 
mortal remains of St. Berardo have been found to be of bone and shattered flesh elements, that is, in 
pieces, with the exception of both the hands and the arms. 
The mortal remains of the bones have been lain with devotion and anointed with balsam, the others 
instead have been conveniently cleaned of all flesh. 
The fragments of the head bones have been closed in a plaster effigy of the face, the fragments of 
big bones actually have been lain out on a sheet of silver together with glass tubes containing tiny 
parts of bone and flesh in perfect order inside a silver casket, in order to have the aspect of a human 
body,  they are covered with pontifical clothing. 
On day 30 of the month of April, 1961, at last the mortal remains of St. Berardo have been 
collocated in a new silver and gold coffin constructed using the funds gathered by the Faithful of 
Pescina. 
The body has been composed with white pontifical apparel on a red funereal drape, the head is held 
up with the bed-rest miter on a cushion, his hands on his chest. 
The coffin in the end has been closed in the last section of the upper cover with chains and sealed 
with red sealing wax by the Most Eminent and Most Reverend  Bishop of Marsia. 
With their official seals the below are present and have hereunder signed: 
 
[various seals and signatures of the present…] 
-transcribed by Dr. Franco F. Zazzara – year 2011 
 

 

 



 



Letters	belonging	to	Romolo	Liberale	
 
ROMOLO LIBERALE 
Avezzano 
 
      23.XI [Novembre] . 2010 
 
Esteemed Dr. Zazzara, 
  I received and read all in one breath your excellent research about the ancestral 
family roots between St. Berardo and St. Rosalia that you put together with Dr. Gabriella Di 
Salvatore. This is about the recovery of an historic memory which, as Marsicans, intrigues us 
greatly and should compete to distend the answer to the ancient -  yet always new – question: who 
are we and where do we come from? 
 Your work represents a real jewel  regarding the  history of the native land: a jewel that 
should be routed along circuits that, to sum it up, we call cultural, beginning with the school system. 
  While I am complimenting you and Dr. Di Salvatore, I hope you may be pleased to accept, 
along with my feelings of gratitude for your courteous homage, this my humble little book extended  
 

 

 

 

  



   Avezzano 19 September 2012 
 
Dear Franco, 
  I have given myself a few days before answering you about what you sent me, as 
always, research as interesting on the historic view as it is pleasurable to just simply read. 
 The time I took is due to the fact that I always feel it necessary to be scrupulous and not 
overlook documentary material that friends like you send me. I have therefore read all you sent to 
me, and, besides the advantage of acquiring historical particulars, I have been delighted to be able 
to feel myself a part of those places that are cited and which make up a part of a life belonging to 
me like a memory and of a life of the time given to me. 
 For all this I am immensely grateful to you also because you have been the friend of a friend 
like Emilio Cerasani to whom I was close, along with a relationship as co-citizen of our town and 
having common cultural interests, also by a far-off heritage since my mother was a Cerasani who 
Emilio called Aunt. 
 Even  the memories evoked by the pamphlet “Da Marruvio a Pescina” [“From Marruvium 
to Pescina”] lead us into a history in which our own identity resides. 
 If there will be a public presentation of your research at Pescina, keep me informed because 
I would like to be present. 
 Again thank you and I send you an affectionate goodbye. 
  [signed] 
 

 

 



Family	Tree	of	the	Berardi,	Counts	of	the	Marsi.	(St.	Berardo,	St.	

Rosalia	and	St.	Filippa	Mareri)	

 



The	Mazarinettes	
 
The family tree designating the nieces of Cardinal J.R. Mazarin (the Mazarinettes), born at Pescina 
(L’Aquila) on 14 July 1602.  

 



Wikipedia	–	Torlonia	
From the ITALIAN version about the TORLONIA FAMILY in Wikipedia, slightly differing from 
the ENGLISH version… 
 
Torlonia 
From the ITALIAN version about the TORLONIA FAMILY in Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 
 
The Torlonia family – textile merchants and tailors in Piazza di Spagna in Rome who, strengthened 
by the social ties created in their commerce, had founded a small bank – was one of the last Roman 
families to receive the title of Duke (created ex novo) from the Popes, thanks to the enormous riches 
accumulated, and later on the title of Prince, for the massive works in Fucino on the part of 
Alessandro Torlonia. This treasure was so vast and visible and vaunted that in popular Roman slang 
the name Torlonia became synonymous for any unmeasurable wealth. 
 
Index [in the Italian version]  

1.  Genealogy 
2. The Torlonia-Borghese [family/-ies] 
3. Notes 
4. Bibliography 
5. Correlated links 
6. Other projects 
7. External links 

Genealogy  
The founder of the family was Marin Tourlonias (1725-1785) who, having come to Rome from in 
the Auvergne region of France and being employed as a personal aide for Cardinal Troiano 
Acquaviva d'Aragona, received as an inheritance an income with which he founded – Italianizing 
his own name into Marino Torlonia – a textile commerce  (and a loaning one) – upon which the 
family fortune was based and grew. In 1753 Mini Tourlonia married Mariangela Lanci. 
 
The real creator of the family fortune in Papal Rome however was Giovanni Raimondo 
Torlonia (1754-1829), who remarkably increased his families patrimony through fortunate 
speculations realized with the French during the period in which Rome was occupied by Napoleon’s 
troops. When the French left, Giovanni played his cards well in offering to noble Roman families 
loans which would be guaranteed by their lands and buildings, through the Banco Marino Torlonia. 
 
Thus it was that many of those properties -  and the noble titles linked to them – passed into the 
hands of the Torlonia family, and Giovanni Torlonia obtained from Pope Pius VII in 1814 the title 
of Prince of Civitella Cesi (a Princeps Romanus title created just for them). 
 
By way of cautious and lucky policies of loans and acquisitions, of charitable activities and also by 
way of some weddings, the Torlonia family – after two generations related to the most important 
families of Rome – like the Colonna, the Orsini and the Borghese – became in the time of one 
century one of the richest Roman families. 
 
For detailed biographs, see [in the ITALIAN VERSION of Wikipedia] 
• Antoine Tourlonias 
• Marin Tourlonias (1725-1785) 
• Giovanni Torlonia (1754-1829) 

• Marino Torlonia (1796-1865), Carlo Torlonia (1798-1848), Alessandro Torlonia (1800- 



1886), Leopoldo Torlonia (1853 - 1918), Alessandro Torlonia (1925) 

 

The Torlonia-Borghese [in the ITALIAN VERSION of Wikipedia] 

 

The eldest of the only two daughters of Alessandro Torlonia and Teresa Colonna, Anna Maria, in 1872 

married Giulio Borghese, who by way of this marriage became the second Prince of Fucino and in 1873 took 

on the surname Torlonia. 

 

Anna Maria and Giulio Borghese had four children: two boys, Giovanni and Carlo (not to be confused with 

the homonymous third born of Giovanni Raimondo Torlonia), and two girls, Teresa (who married a Count 

from Brescia) and Maria (wedded to Prince Francesco Chigi Albani della Rovere). 

 

From this generation of the family, the most relevant individual and the one most like his grandfather 

Alessandro, because of his financial ability and spirit of initiative, was undoubtedly Giovanni Torlonia (1873-

1938) (not to be confused with his homonymous forebear), third Prince of Fucino. 

 

The draining of Fucino Lake and surroundings had effectively increased enormously the value of the 

family’s estates (keeping in mind that the area of Avezzano remained until after the second World War a 

feudal estate, and especially rich because of the recent land reclamation). The modernization of the 

economic power of the Torlonia’s was therefore rooted in this territory. 

 

The Prince was Representative in Parliament for the Avezzano constituency during three consecutive 

legislations, starting in 1904, and was nominated Senator of the Realm in 1920. 

As a support of the increased economic activities from the land reclamation, Don Giovanni founded in 1923 

the Banca del Fucino (in this bank’s administrating council, still in existence and autonomous 

notwithstanding the processes of downsizing and corporation building that have involved the entire Italian 

credit system in the last decade, members of the family still hold chairs). In Fascist Italy, well-sustained 

politically, Giovanni Torlonia held important financial offices: President of the Banca del Fucino, President 

of the Italian Institute for Credit Funding, President of the Concierges re-united for the reclamation of the 

Agro-Roman area, President of the Concierge for the reclamation of Porto and Maccarese, and Minister in 

1937. 

Notes 

Giulio Borghese (Rome, 19 December 1847- Branca Umbra, 15 July 1914) was the son of Prince 

Marcantonio Borghese and of Marie Therèse de La Rochefoucauld. 

 



Fucino,	the	clear	blue	lake	–	E.	Lear	
Edward Lear, British journal writer and painter. Year 1850, 15 years before the draining off of Lake 
Fucino writes: … 
“…Beyond this, we toiled onward through this long stony pass,…on arriving at which [the top of 
the hill], we confessed to being well repaid for our labour, by the view over the sublime Marsica. 
On our left, the snowy peaks of Velino… Far below, in bright sun-shine, lay a long streak of the 
blue Lake Fucino, with its beautiful plain, dotted and spangled with woods and villages; and beyond 
the Lake uprose the strangely-formed mountain of Celano,…” (pag. 11 of Lear’s Illustrated 
Excursions in Italy, Vol. II, second edition, publ. Thomas McLean, London, 1866.) 

 

 



Fishermen	from	Luco	dei	Marsi	
 
In the original photograph of “Fishermen from Luco dei Marsi”, beyond the narrow beach for 
docking, an immense extension of water (Lake Fucino) can be seen, with the mountain behind it … 
on the opposite shore, to the north-east, there were peasants and sheep herders, lots with cultivated 
and fertile lands up even to the inhabited areas of Aielli, Cerchio, Collarmele, Pescina, Ortona dei 
Marsi, Gioia, Lecce nei Marsi:  the first and best fruits however belonged to the Nobles and the 
Curia. Those peasants and sheep herders were descendants of the Ma-Rù (youth, son in the Acadian 
language), having become Marro - Marruvium (not Marsuvium). Rome, caput mundi, had called 
them Marsi … 
 

 

  



Cathedral	of	St.	Sabina	and	Lake	Fucino	
 
At San Benedetto dei Marsi – the Cathedral of St. Sabina 
Painted around the year 1840  
School of Posillipo 
 
 
Museum V. Bindi of Lanciano 
 

 

  



The	access	portal	to	the	Seminary	of	the	Diocese	of	Marsia	–	

Pescina	(AQ)	–	inscription	on	the	arch	beam	
 
Pescina (Aq) – Portico of  St. Mary of the Graces Cathedral. This is the door (walled up) that gives 
access to the Bishop Seminary instituted in the year 1715. 
 

 

  



 

 
----------------- 
The Seminary of the Marsi built from the foundations 
Under  the guidance of the church during XXXV (35) years 
By the most illustrious and most reverend Don Francesco Bernardino Corradini 
Di Fabriano at his age of 78 
To date General Vicar of Milan 
(in the) Year (of the) Lord MDCCXV (1715) 
 
------------------- 

 

 

  



Bas-relief	in	the	half-moon	over	the	Portal	of	the	Cathedral	of	St.	

Mary	of	the	Graces:	St.	Sabina	Martyr.	
 
Pescina (Aq) – Portico of the Cathedral – above the portal on the right, in the half-moon, is a bas-
relief that commemorates St. Sabina Martyr, Patron Saint of the Marsi. 

 

 

  



The	“Little	Madonna’s”	belonging	to	Torlonia			
 
Statues of the Madonna at Ortucchio, San Benedetto dei Marsi and Trasacco – these were placed by 
Mr. Torlonia, blessed by the Bishop, in order to mark the perimeter of his property estate after the 
draining off of Lake Fucino. The farmers moved the borders towards the defunct Lake (the little 
Madonna’s couldn’t be nor would they ever be removed, for reasons of worship!). 
 
 
1  “Ave Maria – devotion of Alessandro Torlonia placed on the shores of the … “ 
 
2  -- 

                             
 

                                   
 
 



 
3  “Ave Maria – devotion of Alessandro Torlonia placed on the shores of the  Fucino year 
MDCCCLXII (1862)”  
San Benedetto dei Marsi  [location] “La Villa” 
Statue of the Madonna placed 
where Lake Fucino reached (1862) 
 
4  “Ave Maria – devotion of Alessandro Torlonia placed on the shores of the  Fucino year 
MDCCCLXII (1862)” 
[location] Via della Conciliazione, Trasacco 

 

 

   
 

 



Luigi	Colantoni,	Bishop’s	Vicar,	historian	
 
Luigi Colantoni, Vice Bishop, historian, sent away from the Bishop’s Office at Pescina, because .. 
he knew. 
 
Born at Pescina on 22 June 1843 – 
 
Canon and Arch-Deacon. 
 
Vicar of the Bishop of Marsia (at Pescina) from June, 1903 to July, 1904. 
 
He was sent away from the Curia by Bishop Francesco Giacci, on an order by the Vatican. 
 
He was at the head of discontent on the part of the Curia who absolutely were against the unveiled 
intentions to move the Diocese to Avezzano, under the pressing of the small towns which were 
gradually enlarging that Center with increasing numbers of inhabitants, after the draining off of the 
Lake, and following the Torlonia’s directives.  
 
And with good reason, since the Seat at Pescina had continued to be that of San Benedetto since the 
dawn of Christianity and preserved the mortal remains testifying the birth of the Diocese of Marsia 
in the year 1115, those of its Patron Saint, Berardo of the Berardi Counts. 
 
He had created the Epigraphic Museum of Pescina. 
This became part of history. 
  
He wrote: I Casali di Apamea e Leone  = The Country Mansions of Apamea and Leone 
 La Fata di Apamea (Apignanici) = The Fairy-maid of Apamea (Apignanicis) 
 Il Monastero di San Nicola Ferrato  = The Monastery of San Nicola Ferrato 
 L’ Acropoli di Pescina = The Acropolis of Pescina 
 Storia di Mazzarino = History of Mazarin 
 Giovanni Artusi – Giovanni da Ortucchio – Giovanni Trigambe di Tagliacozzo = Giovanni 
 Artusi – Giovanni from Ortucchio -  Giovanni ‘Three-legs’ from Tagliacozzo 
 Pietro e Paolo Marso = Peter and Paul Marso 
  
He died at Pescina on 28 June in 1925, the year of the official transfer of the Seat of the Diocese to 
Avezzano. 

 

  



 

 

Pescina, Saint Anthony’s Church (Saint Francis) 

 

  



Commemorative	stone	and	altar	of	St.	Francis	
 
PESCINA (ST. ANTHONY’S CHURCH) 
 
A COMMEMORATIVE STONE AND ALTAR DEDICATED TO ST. FRANCIS FROM ASSISI 
WHO “STAYED FOUR MONTHS IN PESCINA.” THE CHURCH OF THE ANNUNZIATA 
BECAME THE CHURCH OF ST. FRANCIS, WITH THE CONVENT ANNEXED. (Today they 
are the Church of St. Anthony and the St. Francis Theatre.)  
 

 

 
THIS ALTAR FOR GOD ALMIGHTY   
HAS BEEN ERECTED IN HONOR OF SAINT FRANCIS 
FOR DAILY, FREE AND NEVERENDING PRIVILEGE 
FOR PROMPT STRENGHTHENING OF ALL THE ASSEMBLY OF PRIESTS 
BLESSED BY THE FOURTEENTH POPE ON DAY 4 
OCTOBER, 1751. ENGRAVED BY 
THE DESIGNATE MINISTER GENERAL OF THE ORDER ON DAY 9 
OF THE MONTH OF MARCH 1753 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 
“CHOOSE MY INSTRUCTIONS INSTEAD OF SILVER 
KNOWLEDGE RATHER THAN CHOICE GOLD” 
King Solomon, Proverbs 8: 10 

 

 



“Between	the	lines	of	my	pages	the	Truth	is	hidden”	(I.	Silone)	
 

 

 



… “BUT HAVE YOU READ MY BOOKS?! … BETWEEN THE LINES OF MY PAGES THE 
TRUTH IS HIDDEN” 
 
 
…….. 
 
 -- I. Silone Vino e pane [= Bread and Wine] – Mondadori 2012 [translated to English for these 
pages – note of translator] 
 
… a man from Fossa, one of my parishioners … referred to me to have heard him affirm that the 
current Pope to tell the truth calls himself Ponzio XI. At Rocca dei Marsi, where Don Benedetto 
dwells now, this news ran from mouth to mouth … many have taken it by the letter and believed it 
… -page 229 
 
… “for about forty years Fontamara has been without a curate … A great arch of triumph was 
constructed with drapes and flowers. The houses were adorned with green boughs … The 
authorities and the priests could not be seen, but there were odd types and many youngsters … The 
strange crowd of that capital city spread open and the new curate stepped forward,  in the shape of 
an old jack-ass adorned with colored paper as holy apparel … 
   Pages 25-26 “Fontamara” Oscar Mondadori, 1962   2012 [translated to 
English for these pages – note of translator] 
 
“ … do you know the ancient story about Lake Fucino? … it is not a tale written in books … Jesus 
was wandering in search of work as a carpenter … he arrived in this area, also: “Do you have some 
work for a poor carpenter?” --- “What’s your name? Does somebody recommend you?” … to all the 
unemployed that He met along the way without credentials Jesus would say “Follow me and don’t 
look back” ... When they were all on the mountain, Jesus said; “Turn around and look, in the place 
where once there was land and villages there was a Lake that had been dried off. If the wickedness 
of those who command persists, the land will cave in again and the Lake shall return” … (pages 
269,270 Fontamara) 
 
… Panfilo Giorgi (1820 – 1957) … “Squalid, gloomy dwelling of a writer who was famous abroad: 
a restless exile with no country, ailing from consumption … enveloped by mist, the House of the 
Apocalypse rose there at Pescina in Marsica, a place ill-treated by floods, ecologically upset by its 
draining,  troubled by wars, tormented by landowners battles, bloodied by the earthquake of 1915, 
whipped by the northern winds that ‘fetch the perfume of snow’ … 
 
… “the Mayor Panfilo Sclocchi of Pescina spoke out against Bishop Pius Bagnoli: … “You 
undertake much of your ministering in the Vatican Palaces and  those at Rome and you stay far 
away from the Marsian peasants.  As long as I am alive, the ancient Seat of the Cathedral, the 
Episcope, and the Seminary of Marsia that you wish to transfer to Avezzano shall remain in 
Pescina” … (Panfilo Giorgi – 1913) 
 
… R. Colapietra (Fucino ieri 1878-1951) --- Mario Trozzi :…  “at Pescina the Seat of the Episcope 
is intact, while you (Bishop Bagnoli) have permanently established yourself in Avezzano where you 
have had a sumptuous palace constructed as Bishop’s Seat…” 
 
 

 

  



 



Jean – Joseph – Xavier Bidaud (born at Carpentras – Avignon in 1750 and died at Montorency in 
1846) 
“Lake Fucino and Mountains of Abruzzo” is the title of the painting from the year 1789. 
This is the same painter of the picture “The City of Avezzano and Lake Fucino” found in Paris. 
His easel was placed on a little hill under Paterno Vecchio. In the distance, on the opposite shore of 
the blue Lake, is Trasacco (Transaquas) and Vallelongana Valley. 
This painting can be found in New York. 
 


